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SEEMON. 


“Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and 
called  the  name  of  it  Eben-ezer,  saying,  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.” — 
1  Samuel  vii.  12. 


Oftentimes  did  Israel  anger  the  Lord.  Jehovah  con¬ 
stantly  showed  His  loving  kindness  to  the  children  of 
Jacob.  Yet  they  provoked  Him  again  and  again.  “  He 
saved  them  from  the  hand  of  him  that  hated  them,  and 
redeemed  them  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy.”  But 
“  they  soon  forgat  His  works ;  they  waited  not  for  His 
counsel ;  they  lusted  exceedingly  in  the  wilderness, 
and  tempted  God  in  the  desert.  They  made  a  calf  in 
Horeb,  and  worshipped  the  molten  image.”  For  these 
many  and  grievous  transgressions  they  wrere  visited  with 
bitter  afflictions.  “  Jehovah  sent  leanness  into  their 
soul.”  He  permitted  their  enemies  to  triumph  over, 
and  cruelly  oppress  them.  He  visited  them  with  war, 
famine  and  pestilence,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  repen¬ 
tance. 

Just  previous  to  the  utterance  of  our  text  Israel  had 
been  suffering  punishment  for  iniquity.  The  sons  of 
Eli,  the  priest  of  the  Lord,  had  by  their  vile  conduct 
corrupted  the  children  of  the  covenant.  The  example 
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set  by  tlie  sons,  and  alas !  unrebuked  and  unrestrained 
by  the  father,  had  been  universally  followed.  Moral 
degradation  was  every  where  witnessed.  “  And  the 
Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Behold,  I  will  do  a  thing  in 
Israel,  at  which  both  the  ears  of  every  one  that  heareth 
it  shall  tingle.  In  that  day  I  will  perform  against  Eli 
all  things  which  I  have  spoken  concerning  his  house ; 
when  I  begin  1  will  also  make  an  end.” 

Terrible  indeed  was  the  vengeance  which  ensued. 
Israel  arrayed  herself  in  battle  against  the  Philistines. 
When  the  tide  of  war  was  turned  strongly  against  the 
Israelites,  and  many  a  valiant  soldier  fell  in  death, 
they  presumptuously  sent  for  the  ark  of  the  covenant. 
With  this  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  guarded  by  the 
ungodly  sons  of  Eli,  Ilophni  and  Phineas,  they  hoped 
to  gain  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
But  lie  refused  to  look  upon  them  with  favor,  for  He 
had  a  controversy  with  them.  “  The  Philistines  fought ; 
and  Israel  was  smitten,  and  they  fled  every  man  to  his 
tent :  and  there  was  a  very  great  slaughter ;  for  there 
fell  of  Israel  thirty  thousand  footmen.  And  the  ark  of 
God  was  taken,  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli  were  slain.” 
When  the  aged  father  heard  of  the  calamity  and  men¬ 
tion  was  made  of  the  ark,  it  came  to  pass  that  he  too 
died. 

For  seven  months  the  ark  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  was 
in  the  country  of  Philistia,  and  then  it  was  sent  to 
Kirjath-jearim.  With  the  absence  of  the  ark  from 
Israel  was  observed  the  marked  absence  of  Jehovah’s 
favor  from  His  chosen  people.  During  a  period  of 
twenty  years  it  was  kept  at  Kirjath-jearim. 


How  was  the  prophet  Samuel  employed  during  this 
long  interval  ?  Ah,  he  was  preaching  to  the  people 
repentance  toward  God.  From  town  to  town  with 
wearied  steps  he  went,  exhorting  men  to  seek  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  an  angry  God.  As  the  result  of  his 
faithful  and  persevering  labors,  we  read  that  “  all  the 
house  of  Israel  lamented  after  the  Lord.”  They  were 
brought  to  a  sense  of  their  iniquity,  and  sought  the  for¬ 
giving  favor  of  Jehovah.  The  prophet  demanded  of 
them  a  proof  of  the  reality  and  depth  of  their  peni¬ 
tence.  “  If  ye  do  return  unto  the  Lord  with  all  your 
hearts,  then  put  away  the  strange  gods,  and  Ashtaroth 
from  among  you,  and  prepare  your  hearts  unto  the 
Lord,  and  serve  Him  only ;  and  He  will  deliver  you 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.”  This  proof  of 
their  sincerity  was  given  to  the  prophet. 

He  then  called  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  Mizpeth 
that  they  might  gather  themselves  together  before  the 
Lord  in  solemn  convocation.  Here  assembled,  with 
one  mind  and  with  one  heart,  they  fasted,  confessed 
their  sins,  and  prayed  for  mercy.  Nor  was  it  long  ere 
they  obtained  an  answer  to  their  supplications  in  a 
marked  exhibition  of  the  Divine  favor.  The  Philis¬ 
tines  hearing  of  their  assemblage  for  prayer,  and  doubt¬ 
less  expecting  to  find  them  unprepared  for  battle,  went 
up  to  attack  them.  Fear  seized  the  hearts  of  the 
Israelites,  but  they  had  resort  unto  prayer.  They  said 
unto  Samuel,  “  Cease  not  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  our  God 
for  us,  that  He  will  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines.  And  Samuel  took  a  lamb,  and  offered  it 
for  a  burnt  offering  wholly  unto  the  Lord  :  and  Samuel 
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cried  unto  the  Lord  for  Israel ;  and  the  Lord  heard  him. 
And  as  Samuel  was  offering  up  the  burnt  offering,  the 
Philistines  drew  near  to  battle  against  Israel :  but  the 
Lord  thundered  with  a  great  thunder  on  that  day  upon 
the  Philistines,  and  discomfited  them ;  and  they  were 
smitten  before  Israel.”  Thus  did  Jehovah  show  Him¬ 
self  a  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer.  u  Then  Samuel 
took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between  Mizpeli  and  Shen,  and 
called  the  name  of  it  Eben-ezer,  saying,  Hitherto  hath 
the  Lord  helped  us.” 

This  action  of  the  prophet  was  expressive  of  two 
things.  It  was  first  an  ascription  of  honor  and  praise 
to  the  Lord.  He  called  the  stone  Eben-ezer,  that  is 
the  “  stone  of  help.”  He  recognized,  and  earnestly  de¬ 
sired  the  people  to  recognize,  the  fact  that  their  deliver¬ 
ance  was  wholly  from  the  Lord.  Upon  that  tablet  of 
stone  he  would  fain  inscribe  the  sentence — “  Not  unto 
us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  name  give  glory, 
for  Thy  mercy  and  truth’s  sake.”  He  would  gladly 
have  this  sentiment  written  upon  the  fleshly  tables  of 
their  heart.  He  would  ever  lead  the  people  to  a  solemn 
recognition  of  the  power  of  Jehovah.  Should  they  be 
tempted  to  glory  in  their  own  might  and  prowess,  let 
them  look  upon  “  the  stone  of  help.”  It  would  cry  out 
to  rebuke  their  pride  and  vain  glorying.  The  action  of 
Samuel  was  expressive  of  another  thing.  It  was  ex¬ 
pressive  of  a  recognition  of  the  Lord’s  goodness  to  His 
people.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  monument  of  the 
Divine  grace — a  memorial  of  God’s  loving  kindness  and 
tender  mercy.  It  was  designed  to  be  a  tablet  inscribed 
with  a  recital  of  Jehovah’s  miraculous  protection  ex- 
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tended  to  Israel.  As  such  it  was  to  be  viewed  with 
reference  to  the  future.  “  The  stone  of  help”  was  raised 
as  a  pillar,  upon  which  was  recorded  God’s  gracious 
dealings  in  the  past,  so  that  they  who  read  its  register 
might  take  courage  for  the  future.  “  Hitherto  hath 
the  Lord  helped  us.”  Such  was  its  brief  yet  important 
testimony.  Though  Israel  had  oftentimes  rebelled 
against  the  Lord,  though  alas !  frequently  they  had 
invoked  the  aid  of  Baal,  and  worshipped  in  the  groves 
of  Ashtaroth,  yet  had  the  Lord  helped  them  in  the  day 
of  their  weakness  and  dishonor.  The  prophet  would 
have  them  therefore  study  well  the  inscription,  and 
learn  who  had  been  their  sun  and  shield,  their  light 
and  defence.  He  would  have  them  to  read  a  lesson  for 
the  untried  and  unknown  future.  From  thence  they 
would  learn  to  depend  trustingly  upon  a  God  who  wTas 
both  able  and  willing  to  guard  and  care  for  them. 

Turning  from  the  scene  we  have  contemplated,  let 
us  this  morning,  my  brethren,  raise  our  stone  of  memo¬ 
rial,  our  Eben-ezer.  Let  us  humbly  and  gratefully 
review  the  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  us  during  the 
first  year  of  our  connection  as  Pastor  and  people.  Let 
us  do  so  in  the  same  spirit  as  that  which  actuated  the 
prophet,  and  with  the  same  design  that  he  had  in  view. 
May  the  Lord  graciously  vouchsafe  us  His  blessing 
while  we  are  thus  engaged.  May  He  banish  far  from 
us  all  feelings  of  self-complacency  and  self-glorying. 
“  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory  save  in  the  cross  of 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.”  “  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not 
unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  name  be  all  the  glory.” 

My  brethren,  such  are  the  sincere  feelings  of  my 
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heart,  as  I  would  with  you  review  the  dealings  of  the 
Lord  with  us  as  a  congregation  during  the  past  twelve 
months.  And  first,  “  I  thank  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord 
who  hath  enabled  me,  for  that  He  counted  me  faithful, 
putting  me  into  the  ministry.”  I  thank  Him  that  He 
hath  called  me  to  labor  in  this  portion  of  His  vineyard, 
and  that  He  hath  united  us  together  as  minister  and 
people  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  regard  and  Christian 
affection.  May  those  bonds  ever  be  strengthened  “that 
we  may  be  comforted  together,  by  the  mutual  faith 
both  of  you  and  me.” 

My  official  acts  as  recorded  in  your  Parish  Register 
are  as  follows :  baptisms,  all  of  them  infants,  seventy- 
two  ;  marriages,  live ;  burials,  twenty-one ;  communi¬ 
cants  added  to  the  Church,  sixty-four.  The  present 
number  of  communicants  is  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  confirmed  nineteen  persons 
in  the  Church  in  December  last. 

The  collections  which  have  been  made  for  various 
benevolent  purposes,  not  including  the  ordinary  Sabbath 
morning  collection,  have  amounted  to  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  I  have  made  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  pastoral  visits.  Of  these,  over  one- 
fourth  were  made  to  sick  persons.  Besides  this,  I  have 
received  three  hundred  and  fifty  visits  on  Saturday 
afternoons  in  the  Vestry  Room,  making  a  total  of  twelve 
hundred  made  and  received.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for 
me  to  add  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  instances  they 
have  been  really  of  a  pastoral  character,  furnishing  an 
opportunity,  gladly  embraced,  for  engaging  in  religious 
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conversation  and  prayer.  It  would  afford  me  sincere 
satisfaction  to  see  more  members  of  the  congregation 
thus,  that  in  any  and  every  way  I  may  be  tbe  honored 
and  grateful  instrument  of  doing  them  good.  The  Lord 
knoweth  that  I  have  no  higher,  no  holier,  aspiration 
than  to  be  the  the  means  of  leading  sinners  to  Jesus, 
and  Christians  to  a  closer  walk  with  God. 

The  attendance  upon  the  public  services  of  our 
Church  has  also  afforded  cause  for  thanksgiving.  It 
has  steadily  increased.  Pews  and  sittings  have  been 
rented  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars, 
thus  much  increasing  the  revenues  of  the  Church.  The 
number  of  persons  attending  our  services,  and  added  to 
the  list  for  pastoral  visiting  is  consequently  large.  An 
idea  of  the  number  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that 
last  Spring  there  were  one  hundred  and  sixty  families 
and  parts  of  families  connected  with  the  Church,  and 
there  are  now  more  than  three  hundred.  Of  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Parish,  a  conception  may  be  formed  from 
the  fact  that  I  visit  persons  residing  in  fifty-three  dif¬ 
ferent  streets.  In  regard  to  the  attendance  upon  the 
week-day  services,  the  Lecture  and  Prayer  Meeting,  we 
have  very  much  to  encourage  us.  Indeed  the  place  has 
become  almost  “too  strait”  for  us.  It  is  my  hope  that 
these  social  meetings,  so  calculated  to  warm  the  heart 
and  increase  spirituality  of  mind,  may  be  attended  more 
and  more  largely. 

In  the  Sunday  Schools  too  we  find  much  ground  for 
rejoicing.  In  every  department  of  the  schools  there  is 
a  satisfactory  increase.  This  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  statistics.  In  the  Boys  Department ,  the  Inter- 
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mediate  School  lias  seventy  scholars  and  nine  teachers ; 
the  Bible  Class  has  eight  members  and  one  teacher; 
and  the  Infant  School  has  sixty  scholars  and  one 
teacher.  In  the  Girls  Department,  there  are  ninety- 
eight  scholars  in  the  Intermediate  School  and  thirteen 
teachers ;  in  the  two  Bible  Classes  forty-six  members 
and  three  teachers ;  and  in  the  Infant  School  one 
teacher  and  seventy-two  scholars.  From  this  enumera¬ 
tion,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  connected  with  our 
schools,  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  scholars  instructed 
by  twenty-eight  teachers.  The  Lord  grant  that  the 
seed  of  Divine  Truth  here  sown  may  be  watered  by 
the  continual  dew  of  His  blessing,  and  bring  forth  an 
abundant  harvest  for  immortality. 

Another  department  of  usefulness  in  our  Church,  is 
the  Industrial  School,  which  meets  once  a  week  during 
this  season  of  the  year.  Herein  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  children  receive  instruction  in  habits  of  domestic 
industry,  neatness  and  morality.  Sixteen  ladies  give 
their  time  and  labor  to  this  worthy  object.  Nor  must 
we  neglect  to  mention  our  great  indebtedness  to  la¬ 
dies  belonging  to  other  Churches,  for  their  kind  assist¬ 
ance  in  this,  and  other  hallowed  labors  of  love. 

The  Dorcas  Society  has  been  favored  and  useful  dur¬ 
ing  the  Winter,  which  has  just  closed.  About  four  hun¬ 
dred  garments  have  been  distributed  to  the  needy 
through  this  agency.  As  a  report  from  its  officers  is 
annually  read  in  the  Church  a  month  later  than  this, 
nothing  further  need  be  said,  except  that  many  a  poorer 
member  of  Christ’s  kingdom  has  been  blessed  through 
its  instrumentality. 
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Only  one  other  branch  of  usefulness  need  be  referred 
to.  It  is  the  Tract  Society  of  our  Church.  I  am  hard¬ 
ly  justified  in  calling  it  a  Society  as  yet.  Eight  hun¬ 
dred  tracts  a  month  have  been  distributed  in  the  Pa¬ 
rish,  and  this  number  will  be  increased  to  sixteen  hun¬ 
dred.  Twenty-four  persons  are  now  engaged  in  this  ex¬ 
cellent  work,  and  already,  fruit  has  been  seen  from  their 
labors.  The  movement,  is  as  yet,  in  its  infancy,  but 
doubtless  ere  long  it  will  be  in  full  and  successful  opera- 
ration,  gathering  into  our  Church,  aye  into  the  Redeem¬ 
er’s  fold,  the  careless  and  ungodly.  May  the  Lord  give 
us  all  grace  to  work  while  it  is  called  day,  knowing  full 
well  that  the  night  soon  cometli  wherein  no  man  can 
work  !  What  our  hand  finds  to  do,  may  we  do  it  with 
our  might ! 

And  now  we  have  raised  our  Eben-ezer.  We  have 
placed  in  our  pathway  to  the  tomb,  a  stone  of  memorial. 
On  it  is  inscribed — “  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.” 
This  monument  has  been  reared  as  expressive  of  our  as¬ 
cription  of  all  the  praise,  and  honor,  and  glory,  of  our 
success  to  God.  Pie  hath  put  every  good  thought  into 
our  minds  ;  every  earnest  desire  into  our  hearts. 


“  ’Tis  He  that  works  to  will, 

’Tis  He  that  works  to  do  ; 

His  is  the  power  by  which  we  act, 
His  be  the  glory  too." 


May  we  always  render  unto  Him  the  honor  which  is 
due  to  His  name.  No  more  truly  did  the  praise  of  Is¬ 
rael  for  her  rescue  from  the  power  of  Philistia  belong  to 
God,  when  He  scattered  the  enemy  by  His  thunder-bolts, 


than  does  praise  belong  to  Him  from  us,  for  all  the  grace 
He  hath  bestowed  upon  us. 

Again  this  “  stone  of  help”  which  we  have  placed  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord  to-day,  should  be  a  source  of  encourage¬ 
ment  to  us  for  the  future.  It  is  a  memorial  of  the  good¬ 
ness  of  Jehovah,  and  of  His  willingness  to  bless  with 
success,  our  further  efforts  to  promote  the  advancement 
of  His  kingdom.  Hath  the  Lord  hitherto  helped  us  ? 
Hath  He  deigned  to  be  with  us  in  the  preciousness  and 
plenitude  of  Ilis  grace  ?  Then,  surely,  He  will  be  with 
us  in  the  future. 

When  St.  Paul,  on  his  journey  to  Rome,  came  near  to 
his  place  of  destination,  we  read  that  “  He  thanked  God 
and  took  courage.”  Doubtless  lie  looked  back  upon  his 
weary  and  painful  journey,  and  beheld  with  gratitude 
the  manifestations  of  the  Savior’s  loving  presence.  And 
as  he  looked  forward  to  the  future,  his  eye  kindled  with 
hope,  his  heart  swelled  with  courage. 

Let  us  imitate  his  example,  my  brethren.  Let  us 
confidently  expect  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Lord 
to  be  with  us,  during  the  coming  year,  because  they  have 
been  granted  in  the  past.  Let  us  be  more  faithful  to 
duty,  because  past  efforts  have  evidently  received  the 
approving  smile  of  Jehovah. 

Especially,  my  Christian  hearers,  be  more  prayerful. 
Whatever  of  success  has  been  vouchsafed,  I  attribute  in 
a  great  measure,  to  the  prayers,  secret  prayers  of  God’s 
people.  The  thought  that  in  many  a  household  in  our 
Parish,  daily  supplication  is  made  for  Jehovah’s  blessing 
to  rest  upon  our  Church,  is  a  very  grateful  and  encour¬ 
aging  one.  It  inspires  hope.  It  excites  earnestness. 
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It  gives  energy  to  the  soul.  It  lights  up  the  eye  with 
faith.  It  fills  the  bosom  with  fond  and  joyful  expecta¬ 
tion,  which  shall  neither  delude  nor  disappoint. 

Let  then  your  fervent  supplications  be  offered  unceas¬ 
ingly  to  the  Lord,  that  Ilis  blessing  may  descend  upon 
every  effort  which  is  being  made,  or  shall  be  made,  to 
extend  the  triumphs  of  the  Cross.  Pray  for  each  depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  labor.  Pray  for  the  Sabbath  Schools, 
that  the  scholars  may  hear  and  obey  the  command  of 
their  God ;  “  Remember  now,  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of 
thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
them.” 

Pray  for  the  tract  distributors,  that  the  silent  mes¬ 
sages  of  love  which  are  carried  from  home  to  home,  may 
reach  and  bless  many  hearts,  enriching  them  with  the 
joys  and  consolations  of  the  Gospel. 

Pray  for  the  public  ministrations  of  the  Word,  that 
they  may  be  accompanied  with  the  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit  and  power,  and  that  the  Word  of  God,  as  preached 
by  my  lips,  may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified,  in  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  and  the  edification  of  saints. 
Pray  for  the  ungodly  and  impenitent,  that  they  may  be 
converted  and  made  children  of  God  by  adoption  and 
grace;  that  they  may  look  with  faith  to  Jesus,  crucified 
for  their  sins,  and  risen  again  for  their  justification. 
Pray  for  them  unceasingly,  that  they  may  be  saved  with 
an  eternal  salvation. 

Pray  for  your  fellow  Christians,  that  they  may  be 
unto  the  Lord  “  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,” 
and  spiritually  minded  in  Christ  Jesus.  Oh  !  that  you 
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may  “grow  in  grace,  and  covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,”  purchased  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ! 

Finally,  Brethren,  “  pray  for  me  also,  that  utterance 
may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth 
boldly,  to  make  known  the  mystery  of  the  Gospel,  for 
which  I  am  an  ambassador ;  that  therein  I  may  speak 
boldly,  as  1  ought  to  speak.” 

With  your  prayers  unite  active  labors.  Endeavor  to 
realize  your  responsibility  to  the  souls  around  you,  in 
your  homes,  and  within  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance. 
Prayer  without  effort  is  akin  to  hypocrisy,  effort  without 
prayer  is  presumption.  Therefore,  “  be  instant  in  sea¬ 
son,  and  out  of  season.”  Exhort  sinners  to  repent  and 
flee  for  refuge,  to  the  hope  set  before  them  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  Lead  them  kindly  to  the  social  meetings  in  the 
Lecture  Room,  and  to  the  public  services  of  the  Church. 
Endeavor  to  bring  in  children  and  youth  to  the  Sabbath 
Schools.  Show  courteous  and  kind  attention  to  stran¬ 
gers,  who  may  be  chance- worshippers  with  us,  that  they 
may  feel  welcome  and  at  home.  Thus  will  you  be  co¬ 
workers  with  your  minister  in  efforts  to  do  good.  Nay, 
a  far  higher  honor  will  be  your’s,  for  you  will  be  labor¬ 
ers  together  with  God. 

My  Christian  Brethren,  will  you  not  each  one  of  you 
resolve  to-day  thus  to  do  ?  There  is  no  man  living,  who 
does  not  exert  some  influence,  either  for  good  or  evil,  for 
weal  or  for  woe.  “  One  sinner  destroyeth  much  good,” 
and  one  earnest-minded  Christian  accomplishes  much  for 
the  cause  of  his  Master.  Aye,  he  rears  a  monument 
which  shall  stand  bright  and  beautiful  when  all  the  mar¬ 
ble  and  molten  monuments  of  earth  shall  have  crumbled 
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into  dust.  Will  you  not  then,  Beloved  in  Christ,  resolve 
to  use  this  influence  well  for  the  coming  year  ?  As  you 
stand  before  our  Eben-ezer,  our  memorial,  inscribed  with 
the  stirring  words,  “  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us 
as  you  read  thereon  with  grateful  hearts,  the  record  of 
God’s  gracious  dealings  with  us  during  the  year  past ; 
as  you  again  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord,  to  com¬ 
memorate  a  Savior’s  dying  love,  and  to  consecrate  afresh 
to  Him  the  affections  and  energies  of  your  being;  will 
you  not  resolve  to  be  more  faithful  to  labor  and  to 
prayer?  May  the  Lord  give  you  grace  so  to  do.  The 
precious  result,  through  the  Divine  blessing  will  be,  that 
in  success,  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  in  the  edification 
of  saints,  in  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Church,  the 
next  year  shall  be  as  this,  and  much  more  abundant. 

And  now,  in  view  of  favors  past,  of  present  joys,  and 
future  hopes,  let  us  ascribe,  as  is  most  justly  due,  all 
praise,  honor,  and  glory  to  the  Tri-une  God,  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 


